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Tie congressional army, occupying the Arturo Pratt plaza,
opened fire on the torpedo-boat Lynch, moored near the mole,
and was replied to for a few moments hy the crew with a few
shots before surrendering. Some of the shots from shore struck
the Baltimore in the harbor, but as her anchorage was in the
line of fire it was thought only accidental.

A guard of about one hundred bluejackets and marines,
under Lieutenant Commander Tilley and Lieutenant McCrea,
were landed in the afternoon to protect the American Consulate
during the confusion and disorder attending the rout of the
Government forces. The steadiness and readiness of these men
for immediate service was a matter for admiration and pride.
Their presence did much to prevent the effusion of blood in
the locality where they were stationed. Their appearance on
the streets going to and returning from the consulate inspired
much respect from the crowd along the route.

When night set in over the scene, musketry fire was general
until daylight. Conflagrations occurred in many parts of the
city, destroying much valuable property. Numbers of houses
on the Mils were pillaged and reported to have been sacked;
while several attempts to rob business houses were reported.
From the harbor, lighted up by conflagrations on shore, it was
thought the city had been handed over to what is known in
Spanish countries as "saqueo," or, in English, pillage.

The following morning the streets of the city presented a
sad and deserted aspect after this night of terror, with many
dead bodies lying here and there where they had been shot.
The best authority estimated that quite three hundred had lost
their lives during that dreadful night. It is not easy to un-
derstand the implacable hatreds that make such things a pos-
sibility.

The Chilean squadron arrived in the harbor on the after-
noon of the 28th, after the congressional army had captured the
city, and, beyond acting as a convoy for the transports, did not
participate in the fighting which led to the success of the insur-
gent cause. During the week of operations culminating with
the battle of Placilla, the ships did not venture within range
of the forts, and it was not until they had been abandoned that
they entered the harbor. The movements and fighting of theer, and the San Francisco was found at anchor there. A fulloceeded to the islanden in daily anticipation of being. Hererom their fishing grounds nor tempted
